CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

LANDMARK DESIGNATION REPORT

LANDMARK NAME: The Frank A. Watts House AGENDA ITEM: [X]
OWNERS: Bruce and Gerry Fehn HPO FILE No.: HP2024 0089
APPLICANTS: Bruce and Gerry Fehn DATE ACCEPTED: Apr-08-2024

LOCATION: 2529 Stanmore Drive, Houston, Texas, 77019 — River HAHC HEARING: May-09-2024
Oaks

SITE INFORMATION: Lot 4 & Tract SA, Block 41, River Oaks Sec 1, City of Houston, Harris County,
Texas. The site includes a two-story wood frame, brick veneer single-family residence and two-story
garage and living quarters.

TYPE OF APPROVAL REQUESTED: Landmark Designation

HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY

The residence at 2529 Stanmore Drive, designed by well-known architect Cameron Fairchild, was
constructed in 1934 for Frank A. and Betty Watts. The brick veneer residence was designed in the
eclectic style incorporating Colonial Revival details centered around a horseshoe shaped court made-up
of five other single-family dwellings. Cameron Fairchild designed all five of the dwellings that the River
Oaks Corporation built in 1934 around the first of the River Oaks Courts on Stanmore Drive. Cameron
Fairchild’s architectural career was noted for his eclectic single-family residences, primarily in River
Oaks. The Frank A. Watts House located at 2529 Stanmore Drive, Houston, Texas, 77019 meets criteria
1, 4, and 6 for Landmark Designation.

HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE

Cameron Fairchild

Cameron Douglas Fairchild was born on August 20, 1902, in Waco, Texas. He attended Southwestern
University and the University of Texas, where he was a member of Alpha Rho Chi, the architecture
fraternity. He graduated from the University of Texas in 1924 and began his architectural practice in
Houston in 1925. He quickly became known for his residential architecture. He designed homes in
Houston’s top neighborhoods, including River Oaks, Shadowlawn, Old Braeswood, Riverside Terrace,
and Boulevard Oaks. In River Oaks, he was commissioned by the River Oaks Corporation to design the
River Oaks Court homes, the first homes built on the lots on Stanmore Drive.

Fairchild designed the Lamberth-Abercrombie House at 2221 River Oaks Boulevard (1928, COH
Protected Landmark), one of the first houses built on River Oaks Boulevard. Fairchild designed all five
of the houses that the River Oaks Corporation built around the first of the River Oaks Courts on
Stanmore Drive in 1934. He also designed 212 Brentwood (1934, COH Landmark); 2911 Ella Lee Lane
for his brother William Fairchild (1936, COH Landmark), 3244 Ella Lee Lane; 3320 Chevy Chase
Drive; and the 17-story River Oaks Apartments (1965).
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Fairchild also worked across the state. In Galveston, he designed homes on Broadway, in Denver Court,
and Cedar Lawn. He was also the architect of Galveston’s Windsor Court Apartments (1705 35 Street
(1937)) and UTMB’s dormitory Nolan Hall (1955). Fairchild also served as the campus architect at
Southwestern University before and after his deployment during World War II. At Southwestern, he
designed the chapel with university president, Dr. J.N.R. Score. He also designed the Taylor City
Library, constructed in 1960.

Fairchild during his long career designed or remodeled numerous public buildings in Houston, including
the Jesse H. jones library Building at the Texas Medical center (1954); the 14-story downtown First
Savings Building (1964; demolished 2002); and South Texas College of Law. He was responsible for
numerous alterations and additions to Trinity Episcopal Church on Main Street, where he was a
parishioner, vestry member, and senior warden.

In River Oaks, Fairchild designed the following homes:

959 Kirby Drive; 1001 Kirby Drive; 959 Kirby Dr.; 1001 Kirby Dr.; 1812 Kirby Dr.; 2107 Bellmeade
Road; 2112 Brentwood Dr.; 2120 Troon Road; 2212 Looscan Lane; 2221 River Oaks Blvd.; 2232 Troon
Road; 2521 Stanmore Dr.; 2523 Stanmore Dr.; 2525 Stanmore Dr.; 2529 Stanmore Dr.; 3038 San Felipe
Road; 3044 San Felipe Road; 3195 Del Monte Dr.; 3207 Inwood Dr.; 3208 Avalon Place; 3209 Ella Lee
Lane; 3220 Avalon Place; 3262 Ella Lee Lane; 3320 Del Monte Dr.; 3335 Chevy Chase Dr.; 3403
Locke Lane; 3431 Inwood Dr.; 3435 Piping Rock Lane; 3506 Del Monte Dr.; 3645 Del Monte Dr.; 3677
Willowick Road; 3722 Knollwood Dr.; 3244 Ella Lee Lane; 2221 River Oaks Blvd.

During World War II, Fairchild served as a Major in the Airforce where he helped develop frangible
bullets for use by the Army. He maintained his practice for over 50 years before retiring to Pine Bluff
Arkansas, where he passed away in June 1985. He was buried in Taylor, Texas.

River Oaks Courts

The concept of the River Oaks Courts was conceived by the River Oaks Corporation to avoid placing
homes on the heavily traveled San Felipe Road. By turning homes inward around a horseshoe and thus
in a sense creating a common front yard, the River Oaks Corporation was able to place more homes for
sale. There are six such courts on Stanmore Drive, and two on adjacent Sharp Place. The House at 2529
Stanmore was the first of the five homes built under this concept. These original homes were priced to
sell between $12,000 - $15,000.

Cameron Fairchild was the architect engaged to design the first five homes (#2517, #2521, #2523,
#2525, and #2529 Stanmore Drive) to create a unity of design that would showcase the idea to
homebuyers. The 1980 Houston Architectural Survey describes the similar “enclave” plans that were
used successfully in contemporary garden suburbs as in Greenbelt, Maryland.
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The survey also reports that:

“H.A. Kipp, engineer for the River Oaks Corporation, laid out the site plan. E.B. Crawford was
the contractor for the houses. The Court was originally designed for seven houses, but the River
Oaks Corporation partitioned off middle lots to provide larger sites on either side.”

The homes received a lot of notice and articles appeared in Good Housekeeping and the Houston Post.
In February 1937, Good Housekeeping extolled the virtue of planned suburbs, and described the River
Oaks Court homes:

“Today, fortunately, in many of our cities and towns “new developments,” as new community
planning is often called, are to be found. Consider these carefully where large tracts of land are
bought and planned for residential sections by a responsible real estate company, your risks are
lessened. Good developments have the proper restrictions in architecture, intercommunity
planning, parkways, recreation centers for children, fine schools, churches, and even convenient
shopping centers.

This month, we illustrate a group of moderately priced houses, built on a central court, in the
beautiful River Oaks section of Houston, Texas, under the direction of Hugh Potter...Here are
moderately priced houses, ideally planned, which are excellent examples of the importance of
neighborhood. They are a part of a beautiful general plan, where the finest residences with the
larger property are at the core or heart of some 1000 acres, graduating to smaller plots which
come under the same fine restrictions, and good architectural and building standards. Notice the
care with which the garage drives are keep to the back, adjoining a boulevard: notice the space
between the houses and the privacy which each house enjoys, although sharing the charm of the
trees, green grass and roses of the central court.

We thus see that the restrictions, the careful planning by the real-estate developers to keep each
small section a part of a beautiful whole, maintain property values and pleasant surroundings at a
high standard through a period of years. This, then, established the fact - “Neighborhood is of
First Importance.”

On December 20, 1936, the Houston Post ran the following about the Courts:

“River Oaks Corporation today presents something new in subdivision development and home
building, an idea which relates land plating to home architecture. The above five homes have
been completed, facing a private court on Stanmore Drive. Each home is different in design, but
there is an architectural harmony within the group. The court idea presents a new defense from
traffic hazards, especially where children are concerned. The property in the center of the court
has been set aside and developed into a private park, utilizable as part front yard by all residents
of the court. The homes were designed by Cameron D. Fairchild, Houston architect. Each has an
electrically controlled heating system”.
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The first owner of 2529 Stanmore was Frank A. Watts and his wife Betty A. Watts. He and his family
lived in the house until 1964, when it was purchased by Jeffrey Baker and his family lived there until
1989. W.R. Brinkoeter purchased the home in 1989; Christopher J. Lyons bought the home in 1996; and
the current owners, Gerry and Bruce Fehn, purchased the house in 1999.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION AND RESTORATION HISTORY

The dwelling at 2529 Stanmore Drive is located on an interior lot, facing north along Stanmore Drive
and east onto the “court”, which has been infilled with grass since the building’s original construction.
The two-story Colonial Revival style house is clad in handmade Cedar Bayou brick veneer. The building
is topped by a hip and valley sloped roof with a slight eave overhang, covered connection to the garage
and quarters above. The front fagade of the main dwelling is asymmetrical resulting from the hip and
valley sloped roof that projects outward creating a T-shaped floor plan. The front door faces east
towards the court and opens onto a brick clad entry covered by a triangular corner roof supported by two
wood columns. A central chimney is positioned on the north elevation providing access to the primary
interior living spaces. Wood framed six-over-six windows make up the lite pattern of the building.

A later addition to the southeast side of the house is clad in cedar shingles. Although this is clearly a
non-historic addition, it relates to the original in form, height, and detailing. The design work on the
addition remodel was undertaken by Stern and Bucek Architects taking into consideration Cameron
Fairchild’s design and details. The southeast addition features wood sash windows 6-over-6 on the front,
side and rear fagade on both levels including the quarters. The house includes functional shutters on the
north and east sides and on the east, west and north sides of the guest quarters above the garage.

A covered slight eave overhang provides a connection to the garage and its living quarters along the
north elevation fronting Stanmore Drive. The one-story covered overhang leads from the main house
into a one-and-a-half story brick veneered garage with living space on the second floor. The accessory
building is topped by a steep pitch hipped roof with projecting dormer windows on the west, south, and
east elevations. Two inset dormer-like windows appear along the roofline on the north elevation fronting
Stanmore Drive. Two garage door openings are positioned on the west side elevation with a driveway
bordering the property line of the neighboring residence. The garage doors are sheltered by a small
projecting roof overhang.
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https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4034hm.g4034hm_g08580195011/?sp=4&st=image&r=0.354.,0.6
33.0.723.0.432.0

The information and sources provided by the applicant for this application have been reviewed, verified, edited and

supplemented with additional research and sources by Cara Quigley, Planning and Development Department, City of
Houston.

APPROVAL CRITERIA FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION
Sec. 33-224. Criteria for designation

(a) The HAHC, in making recommendations with respect to designation, and the city council, in making
a designation, shall consider one or more of the following criteria, as appropriate for the type of
designation:

S NA S - satisfies D - does not satisfy NA - not applicable

X [ ] (1) Whether the building, structure, object, site or area possesses character, interest or value as a
visible reminder of the development, heritage, and cultural and ethnic diversity of the city, state, or
nation;

[] X (2) Whether the building, structure, object, site or area is the location of a significant local, state or
national event;

[] Xl (3) Whether the building, structure, object, site or area is identified with a person who, or group or
event that, contributed significantly to the cultural or historical development of the city, state, or
nation;

X [ ] (4) Whether the building or structure or the buildings or structures within the area exemplify a
particular architectural style or building type important to the city;
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[] X (5) Whether the building or structure or the buildings or structures within the area are the best
remaining examples of an architectural style or building type in a neighborhood;

X [ ] (6) Whether the building, structure, object or site or the buildings, structures, objects or sites within
the area are identified as the work of a person or group whose work has influenced the heritage of
the city, state, or nation;

[] X (7) Whether specific evidence exists that unique archaeological resources are present;

[1 X (8) Whether the building, structure, object or site has value as a significant element of community
sentiment or public pride.
AND

] X (9) If less than 50 years old, or proposed historic district containing a majority of buildings, structures,
or objects that are less than 50 years old, whether the building, structure, object, site, or area is of
extraordinary importance to the city, state or nation for reasons not based on age (Sec. 33-224(b)).

Sec. 33-229. Criteria for protected landmark designation
S NA S - satisfies D - does not satisfy NA - not applicable

|:| |X| (1) Meets at least three of the criteria for designation in section 33-224 of this Code;

L] |X| (2) Was constructed more than 100 years before application for designation was received by the
director;

] |X| (3) Is listed individually or as a contributing structure in an historic district on the National Register of
Historic Places; or

] |X| (4) Is recognized by the State of Texas as a Recorded State Historical Landmark.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission recommend to City
Council the Landmark Designation of the Frank A. Watts House at 2529 Stanmore Drive, Houston,
Texas, 77019.

HAHC RECOMMENDATION [LEAVE BLANK FOR HAHC REPORT — INCLUDE FOR ACTION REPORT|

The Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission recommends to City Council the Landmark
Designation of the [Full Name of Landmark] at [Address].
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EXHIBIT A
PHOTOS
THE FRANK A. WATTS HOUSE
2529 STANMORE DRIVE

Photo 1: Oblique view of the north (front) elevation of the Frank A. Watts House. Camera facing
southwest. Photo by applicant, 2024.
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Photo 2: Oblique view of the north (front) elevation of the Frank A. Watts House. Camera facing
southeast. Photo by applicant, 2024
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Photo 3: Oblique view of the one-and-a-half story garage and living quarters on the west side of the
dwelling. Camera facing southeast. Photo by applicant, 2024.
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Photo 4: Oblique view of the south (rear) elevation of the Frank A. Watts House, which includes the
location of the later wood shingle clad addition. Camera facing northeast. Photo by applicant, 2024.

o
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Photo 5: Oblique view of the southeast (rear/side) elevation of detached garage and guest living quarters
of the Frank A. Watts House. Camera facing northwest. Photo by applicant, 2024.
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Photo 6: West (side) elevation of the garage and guest living quarters, showing the car garage door
access from the side of the lot. Camera facing northeast. Photo by applicant, 2024.
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EXHIBIT B
MAPS
THE FRANK A. WATTS HOUSE
2529 STANMORE DRIVE

Map 1: Site map showing the location of the Frank A. Watts House along Stanmore Drive in River Oaks
Court. Map provided by applicant, 2024.
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Map 2: Aerial View of the current site of 2529 Stanmore Drive. Accessed April 2024, Google Maps.
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EXHIBIT C
HISTORIC DOCUMENTATION
THE FRANK A. WATTS HOUSE

2529 STANMORE DRIVE

Figure 1: Sanborn Fire Insurance Map from 1934 (Vol. 11, Sheet 1104) showing the location of 2529
Stanmore Drive in the River Oaks Court. Accessed April 2024 from the Library of Congress Archives.
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Figure 2: Harris County Building Land Assessment documentation for 2529 Stanmore Drive. June 24,
1936. Accessed April 2024 by City of Houston.
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Figure 3: Harris County Building Land Assessment documentation for 2529 Stanmore Drive. February
28, 1940. Accessed April 2024 by City of Houston.
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Figure 4: Harris County Building Land Assessment documentation for 2529 Stanmore Drive. February
23, 1943. Accessed April 2024 by City of Houston.
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Figure 5: Harris County Building Land Assessment documentation for 2529 Stanmore Drive. Date
Unknown. Accessed April 2024 by City of Houston.
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Figure 6: Harris County Building Land Assessment documentation for 2529 Stanmore Drive. April 4,
1956. Accessed April 2024 by City of Houston.
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Figure 7: Harris County Building Land Assessment documentation for 2529 Stanmore Drive. February

18, 1959. Accessed April 2024 by City of Houston.
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Figure 8: Harris County Building Land Assessment documentation for 2529 Stanmore Drive. 1974.
Accessed April 2024 by City of Houston.
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Figure 9: Correspondence between Frank A. Watts and Gerry B. Webb about the appraisal of the
property. Page 1 of 2. August 1, 1974. Accessed April 2024 City of Houston.
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure 10: Correspondence between Frank A. Watts and Gerry B. Webb about the appraisal of the
property. Page 2 of 2. August 1, 1974. Accessed April 2024 City of Houston.
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure 11: Tax Equalization Notice for 2529 Stanmore Drive, Harris County. May 30, 1974. Accessed
April 2024 City of Houston.

TAX EQUALIZATION NOTICE

HARRIS COUNTY

Houston, Texas,

MAY 30
Prank A. Watts 1974
2529 Stanmore Drive
Houston Texas T7019 60-154-41-4

Dear Sir:
The valuation placed by you on your property Is lower than the valuation placed and fixed by
the Tax Assessor. You are hereby notified to appear hefore the undersigned Board of Equalization

meeting on the 1st floor, Courthouse and Jail Building, 301 San Jacinto Street, on

JUN1 21974 11-0 0 oM

to show cause, if any you have, why your assessment should not be placed

at the value fixed by the Assessor.

) B 's/ﬂ..'v';"fc é/ 1/;/_/79
Description of Property: é%m )}L_j TrAT
Lt 4 Nhlf 5 Blk 41
River Oaks '{/'7! €5, é / ”’JLV@J"& 1 e assessed
Vailk ef 7 /2 year cld Forre 5
chitticott ko 5‘?df/w,"f/ff/ Whe f /5
l"@hzaeq Farl Ve licire Cost foss ;"’Kr/-
Tl whan £
0 whan Luilt 17 //7 el /f(?,/(;//(
ff-f r}'_ﬁ:fo! 7 (e:z/’#" ff’f_; bee ([,,,‘,,(_f’,’r"‘
fr NGEVT sk ner (?sz_n’_f; — FFeG T
: WNER"S ASSESSOR'S 1973
1574 VALUE 19?&\-'/»”.;%] AS szaﬁMEw
= Fi ;.f
Land - = /?f’ I;’
Bulldings 5910 9790 5910
Personal

IF THE ASSESSOR'S YALUATION IS ACCEPTABLE TO YOU, YOU MEED NOT APPEAR
HARRIS COUNTY BGARD OF EQUALIZATION,
By. Deputy Clerk
2241919, EXT. 360

FOR INFORMATION, CALL
(PLEASE BRING THIS NOTICE WITH YOU)
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure 12: Tax Equalization Notice for 2529 Stanmore Drive, Harris County. June 18, 1974. Accessed
April 2024 City of Houston.

TAX EQUALIZATION NOTICE

HARRIS COUNTY

Houston, Texas,
. June 18, 1974
Mr. Frank A. Watts

2529 Stanmore Dr. .
Houston, Texas 77019 60-154-41-4

Dear Sir:
The valuation placed by you on your property Is lower than the valuation placed and fixed by

the Tax Assessor. You are hereby notified to appear before the undersigned Board of Equalization
7th floor, Family Law Center Bidg. 1115 Congress Ave.

meeting on the st fl 5
JUHQ 71972 8-00 M to show cause, if any you have, why your assessment should not be placed
at the value fixed by the Assessor. /-’:'M 2-‘;‘ 4 a%f
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7V CMReri LRl (el Onrerirally, [ i

g 1974, VALUE 1974 VALUE ASSLESMENT
lu cut gl m/‘,?é Tk 27 aid NGEBE iy
e 5510 §510 =] 5910 <

Description of Property:

. _ — s
Buildings Exfif:,; adt .‘:jhf.r'f T A Sfroay ) “\%@4
Powonl cind rrraks Phix 2 p—"

IF THE ASSESSOR'S YALUATION IS ACCEPTABLE TO YOU, YOU Nf_g‘%fﬂ APPEAR
HARRIS COUNTY BOARD OF EQUALIZATION,

i e S o
224-1919, EXT .l

Deputy Clerk

FOR INFORMATION, CALL
(PLEASE BRING THIS NOTICE WITH YOU)
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Archaeological & Historical Commission

CITY OF HOUSTON

Planning and Development Department

Figure 13: Harris County Building Land Assessment documentation for 2529 Stanmore Drive. August
27, 1973. Accessed April 2024 by City of Houston.
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure 14: Harris County Building Land Assessment documentation for 2529 Stanmore Drive. April 19,
1974. Accessed April 2024 by City of Houston.
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